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         AN INTERNATIONAL WINE COMPETITION & PUBLIC  TASTING! 
           110 Pine Avenue, Suite 420, Long Beach, CA  90802 
              (562) 435-3501 � Ext. 3894, Direct (213 � 640-3894 � Fax (562) 435-7118 
            Working For Justice in Our Communities Since 1929 
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Dear Winery: 
 
There are literally dozens of wine competitions you are invited to enter each year and choosing 
which ones to accept as worthy often comes down to two critical factors: who are the judges and 
are they good enough to fairly evaluate my wine, and what benefits will there be for me when I 
win a major medal? 
 
The Long Beach Grand Cru Wine Competition is under the stewardship of a professional team 
and we encourage you to read on to see the benefits we offer. 
 
First, we use only professional judges including local wholesalers, wine merchants and 
restaurateurs, as well as wine industry leaders and wine columnists who are skilled in judging 
under a judging system developed to assure that all style of wine are treated fairly. 
 
Second, our results are produced quickly, listed on our website, and many of our judges are 
writers who will report on the winners expeditiously. 
 
The third and very vital reason to enter the Grand Cru wine competition is charity. 
 
The Long Beach Grand Cru is one of the few wine competitions that is staged for the benefit of 
a worthy cause, in this case the Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles.  Providing legal services 
for the poor is our main goal and, as a non-profit organization, we must stage fundraisers of this 
sort to continue our most important work – “working for justice in our communities.” 
 
In addition, our public wine and food event held in August is always heavily attended and a huge 
public relations coup for all who participate in the Grand Cru.  
 
Please join us this year.  Be a part of our two-day competition as well as our public tasting benefit 
evening. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dan Berger 
Chief Judge�
�

 
“The Long Beach Grand Cru is one of the world’s top global wine competitions – check it out.”  

 – Wilfred Wong 
  BevMo!



2008 CALENDAR – DEADLINES  
 

March 21 – June 16 Wine entries accepted. 

 
June 23 

 
Wine Deadline.  This ensures that wines will have 30 days to settle before the 
competition. 
 

July 19, 20 
 

Competition – Long Beach Petroleum Club. 
 

July 21, 22, 23 
 

Winning wineries notified by e-mail (or fax). 

 
August 4, 5, 6 

 
Results will be mailed to all participating wineries. 
Public release of award recipients’ list on website 
 

August 18 
 

Display and tasting of award winning wines at the public event. 
 

The Long Beach Grand Cru Wine Competition is proudly featured in several reputable industry 
publications including Wines & Vines, American Gold Medal Wines, California Grapevine, and Wine 
East Magazine, as a highly influential and competitive wine competition. 

 

HOW TO ENTER 
(Read General Rules) 

·  Determine the wine(s) you wish to enter 
·  Determine Category and Classification Number (pages 3-5) 
·  Complete the entire Entry Form (include accurate sugar level) 
  and submit as instructed below 
·  Ship wines as instructed below 
·  Entry deadline – June 16, 2008 
·  Entry fee - $55 per entry (must be received prior to competition) 

 
 For questions or more information, call Ludmila Montoya at (213) 640-3894. 

 
ENTRY FORM INSTRUCTIONS 

 

To enter the Competition, you will need to complete an Entry Form.  Please complete a separate 
form for each winery/label.  For your convenience an entry form is included in this handbook, but is 
also available on our website at www.longbeachgrandcru.com in both Word and PDF formats. 
 

Send the completed entry form along with payment and a label for each entry, as follows: 
 

Mail entry form and entry fee to:  
 (DO NOT ship wines to this address) Or . . . 
   E-mail it as an attachment to    
   GCCompetition@lafla.org and send entry  
 Long Beach Grand Cru   fee to address at left. 
 Attention:  Executive Producer 
 110 Pine Avenue, Suite 420 Or . . . 
 Long Beach, CA  90802-4421  Fax it to (562) 435-7118 and send entry fee to  
    address at left. 
 



If you choose to fax or email your entry form please reference on your entry fee check the winery/label name, and 
the date the form was submitted; or, simply include a copy of the entry form. 
 

SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 
 
To ship your wines to the Competition, please use the address below. Wine deliveries should be made 9:00 
a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday.  Directions or inquiries for delivery should be directed to Steve 
McAllister at: TELEPHONE (800) 320-7767 or (562) 922-8082 or (562) 833-5060 
 FAX: (562) 922-8083 ����   E-MAIL: pageantryprops@earthlink.net  
 
  Ship Wines to:   Long Beach Grand Cru 
   c/o Pageantry Event Services 
   Attention:  Steve McAllister 
   Downey Studios 
   12214 Lakewood Blvd. 
   Downey, CA 90242 
 
 

GENERAL RULES 
 
1. Entries in all categories and classifications are open to all nations unless otherwise stated.  An entry consists 

of: 750 ml or larger – 6 bottles; 500 ml – 9 bottles; 350 ml – 12 bottles.  
2. All entries must be on official forms furnished by the Long Beach Grand Cru, properly filled in and signed, 

and must reach the Grand Cru office before the specified entry closing date. Entry fees must be enclosed 
with entry form. The form may be photocopied or downloaded from www.longbeachgrandcru.com. 

3. After an entry is made, the entry fee will not be refunded. 
4. Wines entered that are eligible in more than one category/classification shall be entered and judged in the 

classification for which it best qualifies. Wines not properly entered may be placed in the proper class based 
on the decision of the Chief Judge.  Designate alcohol and residual sugar level as a percentage. 

5. All wines submitted for the competition will be featured in the public tasting on the specified date. 
6. Cases of wine sent by mail, freight or express must be prepaid. No wines will be accepted for which carrier 

charges have not been prepaid. 
7. Eligibility: wine or brandy produced on bonded premises. All wine exhibited must conform to BATF 

regulations and standards of identity. 
8. Shipping: Wines will be received from March 21 through June 16. (Enclose a copy of the entry form – see 

“How to Enter.”) Shipments will be received any weekday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. All wines entered must be 
shipped prepaid to Long Beach Grand Cru, c/o Pageantry Event Services, Attention: Steve McAllister, 
Downey Studios, 12214 Lakewood Blvd., Downey, CA 90242. 

9. Please mark the name of the winery in large, clear, legible letters on the outside of each case. 
10. The Long Beach Grand Cru offers Sweepstakes, Chairman’s Best of Class, Gold, Silver and Bronze medals 

where warranted.  We have learned that many wineries prefer a certificate only instead of a bronze medal, 
which they use for archival purposes.  The wineries indicated they want to offer the cost savings to the 
charity supported by the “Grand Cru” – the Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles.  Please indicate on the 
entry form if you would like to receive a bronze medal or certificate. 

11. All wines entered in the competition will become the property of the Long Beach Grand Cru. 
12. The Long Beach Grand Cru management or its Board of Directors is not responsible for errors in entries. No 

winery shall be entitled to an award which has been disallowed as a result of the winery’s error. 
13. Wineries/entries found in violation of rules or ethical practices will forfeit awards and other privileges as 

deemed appropriate by the Long Beach Grand Cru management and the Chief Judge. 



SPECIAL RULES – INTERNATIONAL ENTRANTS 
 
1. All entry fees must be paid in U.S. Dollars. 
2. All shipping and broker fees must be prepaid by wineries. A copy of the entry form must be enclosed with 

all shipments. Consign all competition entry forms and fees to: Long Beach Grand Cru, Attn: Executive 
Producer, 110 Pine Avenue, Suite 420, Long Beach, CA, USA 90802-4421. Consign all shipments to: Long 
Beach Grand Cru, c/o Pageantry Event Services, Attn: Steve McAllister, Downey Studios, 12214 Lakewood 
Blvd., Downey, CA 90242.. 

3. If your wines are already distributed in the United States, your distributor may enter them on your behalf. 
4. If your wines are not distributed in the United States: 

a. International shipments should be by a licensed broker with applicable broker’s license who must have 
a liquor license. 

b. If you need a broker, please contact Schenker of Canada Ltd., Vancouver. The main number is (604) 
688-8511 or toll free is (800) 665-2234 or call direct (604) 623-0802, FAX: (604) 628-8092. The 
address is 1030 West Georgia St., Vancouver, BC, Canada, V6E 2Y3, Contact: Peter Masell. 
If you require any local assistance, you can also contact their San Francisco offce at: Schenker, Inc., 
380 Littlefield Avenue, P. O. Box 2008, San Francisco, CA 94080, (650) 875-2000, FAX: (650) 875-
2063 or (650) 875-2094. Contact: Joseph Carrillo, e-mail: joseph.carrillo@schenkerusa.com. 

c. Or you may consult your local Trade Commission 
5. International shipments require: 

a. Each bottle of wine must be labeled: “For Trade Purposes Only. Not For Sale or Resale.” All 
paperwork and containers must also be labeled. 

b. Import/export forms must describe the value of the wine, the type of wine (red, white, sparkling, etc.), 
alcohol content and bottle size. 

 
FAX any questions or problems to 011 + 562-435-7118 

Attention: Ludmila Montoya, Executive Producer or call direct 011 + 213-640-3894 
 

JUDGING PROCESS 
 

The judging process is structured as a double-blind and follows the concepts found in “Wines: Their 
Sensory Evaluation”, by Amerine and Roessler. Each entry is assigned its own number which identifies 
the wine from start to finish no matter how many times it may be judged.  In the event a winery lists an 
incorrect classification for their entry the Chairman of the Competition will move it to the correct 
classification.   
 
The number of panels is determined by the number of wines entered.  A panel consists of 4 judges who 
evaluate the wines assigned to them by vintage, type, style, class, and winemaking techniques.  Each 
panel member judges approximately 120 wines per day.  The flights are structured so that each panel has 
a variety of white and red wines to avoid palate fatigue.  Wines are not judged in price categories as 
judges may be swayed which could lead to faulty results.  Judges are asked to pay attention to all styles 
of wine and to award medals based not only on power but to consider subtlety, delicacy, varietal 
character, terroir and breeding.  The judges discuss their findings and a vote is taken to determine if the 
wine is worthy of a medal.  The judges’ decision is final and results are never altered when this decision 
is made.  It is during this process that a determination is made to award Gold, Silver, Bronze, or 
Chairman’s Best of Class medal and a Sweepstakes nomination.  
 
There are five awards given in the Sweepstakes category: BEST sparkling, white, red, rosé, and dessert 
wine.  Wines nominated for the Sweepstakes award are served to all the judges.   
 
 



Note: Fundraising is a critical factor of the Long Beach Grand Cru. Funds raised benefit the Legal Aid 
Foundation of Los Angeles, Long Beach Office which provides legal help for low income and poor people in civil 
matters only. Wines not used in the competition will be featured in the public tasting. To avoid running short of 
award-winning wines at the public tasting, we request that medal winners make an additional donation of wine to 
allow your wine and winery to be seen and experienced by the approximately 1,400 guests who attend. We 
recommend you send a winery representative to pour or we can assign a volunteer pourer. All remaining wine 
after the public tasting will be used for charitable fundraising and marketing benefits throughout the following 
year. 
 

WINE CATEGORIES  
 
 Fortified Wines: 000    

 Distilled Products: 100    

 Sparking Wines: 200    

 Red Table Wines: 300    

 White Table Wines: 400    

 Blush, Pink & RosE Table Wines: 500    

 Soft Table Wines: 600    

 Vermouth, Natural Fruit Wines & Flavored Wines: 700    

 Non-Alcoholic Wines & Wine Coolers: 800    
 
 
CLASS SELECTION: When selecting a wine classification, please enter the Wine into a class in which the winemaker believes 
it will be best evaluated.  This recommendation is especially prevalent with Wines that typically have residual sugar, such as 
Chenin Blanc, Gewürztraminer, and Riesling. Regardless of actual sugar content, please select the classification that best 
represents the Wine. A wine may be entered into more than one classification provided that an entry fee has been submitted for 
each entered class. 
  
 

CLASSIFICATIONS  
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