
 
 
PRESS RELEASE     FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Tasting & Awards Benefit    Contact:  Ludmila Montoya 
August 19, 2006      (213) 640-3894  or  
       Peter Holman 
       For more information, visit: 
       www.longbeachgrandcru.com 
 
DELICIOUS DILEMMA AWAITS AT LONG BEACH GRAND GRU TASTING EVENT  IN THE QUEEN 
MARY “SEAWALK PARK” -- How to choose from 1900 wines,  20 restaurants, and two specialty foods 
stores. 
… All competition and medal winning wines are included!   
 
Long Beach, CA – August 2, 2006  –– A grand choice of food, wine and entertainment awaits the guests of the 

Long Beach Grand Cru’s annual tasting event Saturday, August 19, in the Queen Mary “Seawalk” park.  And it’s for 

a good cause….a community fundraiser for the Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles. 

 

The guests will be surrounded by an enchanting skyline of an English village, the Queen Mary ship, the Dome 

which housed the famous “Spruce Goose”, and the scenic harbor of Long Beach.  Restaurants play a big role as 

guests will sample specially prepared delicacies from 20 of our area’s finest restaurants and two specialty stores.  

Tempting aromas and delicious displays of mouth-watering morsels await with a tasting of approximately 1900 

entries from 442 wineries from around the world. All the medal winners from the intensive two-day Long Beach 

Grand Cru wine competition are served and tasting all of them is a challenge one can only imagine. 

 

Where to begin?  How to proceed?  There is no simple answer.  Sophisticated wine connoisseurs will be 

rubbing shoulders with excited amateurs, as well as others just out for a heart-warming and social evening of fine 

food and drink. 

 

The evening’s festivities include the music of Tracey Wells & His All Stars, five live auctions of items 

including a Carnival Caribbean cruise in the Owner’s Suite; and numerous silent auction items and packages 

including cases of award-winning wines, and many one-of-a-kind items along with an opportunity drawing.  You 

may also recognize a celebrity or two! 

 

“A spectacular wine and food tasting … not to be missed” said restaurant critic Elmer Dills. “This event has not 

only become recognized by wine enthusiasts, but it’s touched the hearts of the greater community in a way I could never 

have imagined,” said executive producer Ludmila Montoya.  “In its simplest terms, it’s a delightful way to enjoy great 

wine, delicious food and good friends while, at the same time, giving back to those desperately in need of legal services.”   

- more  - 
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Tickets are available now at $150 per person.  The ticket cost includes food and wine, as well as an official 

NAO competition wineglass embossed with the Long Beach Grand Cru logo.  All proceeds benefit the Legal Aid 

Foundation of Los Angeles.  

 

To purchase tickets contact Dodie Reddington at 213-640-3848 or Ludmila Montoya at 213-640-3894.  Visa & 

MasterCard accepted.  Log on to website www.longbeachgrandcru.com for detailed information 

 
Sponsors play an important role in the success of the Grand Cru.  This year’s sponsors are (updated 7/5/06): 

  
Presenting-$10,000:  Charter Communications, The Queen Mary 
 
Sweepstakes-$5,000: Sir Speedy—Oceangate 
 
Gold -$3,500: Jan and Jerry Maize, Browne Woods & George, LLP, Patricia De Witt, O’Melveny & Myers, LLP,        
 Pierry & McAdams, LLP, Sea Launch Company, Law Offices of Douglas W. Otto 
 
Silver-$2,500: Bantry Holdings, LLC, Boulevard Buick Pontiac GMC, Cantrell Green  

Pekich Cruz & McCort, Ensemble Real Estate Services, LLC, Robert and Nancy Foster, Ron Gillies,  
Jennifer Thomas, Star Real Estate, Stolpman Krissman Elber and Silver LLP, Windes & McClaughry 
Accountancy Corp., Platinum Finance Properties,  

 
Bronze-$1,500: AbacusNotary.com, ABM Engineering, Adelson Testan Brundo & Popalardo, Alex Polsky, JAMS, 

American Building Maintenance Co., Barbara Katzman, Biz Links International, Bollington & McDonald, 
Carrara Marble Company of America, Construction Consultant, Contents Restorers of California., Daniel 
Cartagena & Associates, Fields & Israel, LLP, First Bank & Trust,  Gibson Dunn & Crutcher, LLP, Heery 
International, Hon. Michael P. Vicencia, Imperial Rubber Holdings, Jane Bensen, Jared Eisenstat, Keesal 
Young & Logan, Ken McKernan Home Repair and Handyman Services, Law Office of A. Stephanie Loftin, 
Law Office of Bernard Katzman, Law Office of Elliott J. Dixon, Law Office of Robert Jystad, Life Is A 
Cabernet, Manufacturers Bank, Dr. Alvin and Dr. Jerry Markovitz, Miller & Miller-Bazemore, Ned L. 
Gaylord & Associates, Orbach Huff & Suarez, LLP, Peninsula Pontiac GMC Buick, PJs Sleep Company, 
Port of Long Beach, Random Lengths News, Raydine-Kristy Nall, Reed Smith, LLP, Russell Mirkovich & 
Morrow, Samuelsen Gonzalez Valenzuela & Brown, Scott & Nell Carpenter, Scott & Olson, Sherri Frost of 
American Home Mortgage, Standard Parking, Stockwell, Harris, Widom, Woolverton & Muehl, Thyssen 
Krupp Elevator Corporation, Trader Joe’s, Union Bank of California, Up Shiraz, Wealth TV 

 
 
Restaurants and specialty food markets participating in this year’s Cru are on an attached document. 

 
NOTE:  Want to know more about Legal Aid?  The Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles Quick Facts is 
attached or log on to our website at www.lafla.org. 
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